Forever Wild Foundation Minutes
June 4, 2025 - 6:00 PM
5th Meeting
Location:  The Forever Wild Tavern, 140 NY-10, Arietta, NY  

BOD:  Wendy Sullivan, Tim Hutchinson, Dickie Hart

Attendance:  Jenny Smith, Larry Smith, Rod Lang, Matty Sullivan, Wendy Sullivan, Deb Hutchinson, Tim Hutchinson, Dickie Hart, Margaret Beekman
Guest: Anthony Fiorenza

Jenny called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.  

Tim moved to accept the minutes from last month with one correction: The Roadside Cleanup for Route 10 is from the Fulton/Hamilton County line to Route 8.  Matty 2nd the motion.  All in favor

Treasurer Report: (Jenny provided the report, as we still do not have a treasurer) 
Checking Account Total:  $ 5,320.15
Wendy made a motion to accept the treasurer's report; Tim 2nd the report.  

Jenny received a $500 donation from Robert and Patricia Festa for a travel incubator - Wendy will send the thank you.

Jenny needs reimbursement in the amount of $267.92, for supplies specific to squirrel care (formula, food, cage supplies).  Wendy wrote the check to Jenny for reimbursement.  

FWF is currently paying taxes on all purchases.  Jenny completed the Federal forms and is working on State forms for tax exempt status.  

Jenny stated that we need to give receipts to people who have donated over $250.00.

Jenny needs help with transporting animals.  She would like to give a donation (of gas money) to people who are willing to transport.

Jenny will get in touch with Gina Meinhold to see if she would be interested in taking on the role of treasurer.

Director’s Report:
Sticker Design - Nature Impact font has a standard fee of $15.00.  Wendy made a motion to approve payment.  Dickie 2nd.  All in favor.

Jenny shared a canvas banner donated by Derby Office Supplies - Wendy will send a thank you note.

Grants - Update on North Country Wild Care Grant for caging.  Jenny is looking to apply for a grant for a large mammal enclosure.  She showed the application process.  Up to $3,000 per grant.  Jenny 
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will also need a soft release pen for release into the wild.  Rod will work on a drawing for the outdoor release pen for the grant.  Tim, Rod, and Matty will help work on this.
Dickie's family and friends donated many of the cages.  Thank yous will need to be sent to North Country Wildcare, the Harts, and anyone else who donated cages.

Potential volunteers for rehabilitation of animals - Most of the inquiries have come through social media.  Joe Oathout, an environmental science student from Johnstown, will be meeting with Jenny this week.

Insurance for volunteers - Jenny is still working on this to see if her current policy for the business will accept the volunteer coverage as a rider.

Opening the foundation to general membership -  Larry suggested a tiered membership.  Margaret stated that she could put something on the event page.  Discussion took place and it was decided that a flat fee for general membership will be $10.00.

Donation boxes/locations (Jenny has the keys for all boxes)
We currently have 6.  Wendy will order 9 more boxes at a cost of $71.26.
Thank you to Wendy for creating all the existing boxes.

$68.00 was collected from the donation box at the Forever Wild Tavern.  Jenny will make the deposit.

Potential Locations for donation boxes:
Caroga Lakeview
Pine Lake Pizza
Vroomans
Camp Store
Charlie Johns Store
Mountain Market
Lemon Tree
Zeizers
Oxbow

Committees Reports:
Update on Shed/Trailer - Dickie and Larry discussed options for moving the shed.  It was decided to forgo the purchase of a trailer.

Building of Habitat Structure- Rod Lang
Rod provided a detailed report for the phases of building the habitat structure.
Phase I:  Empty structure, relocate existing structure, and support structure off the ground.  Dickie and Larry discussed a plan for relocation.  Larry suggested placing the shed in a convenient location, close to a water and sewer source.  Phase II:  Rodent proof the structure and run sewer/water/electric (UF wire courtesy of Jim Bowman).  Discussion took place regarding options for water/septic.  Can add supplementary bacteria for septic.  A water line will need to be run - approximately 40-50 feet (for 
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now, a garden hose can be used).  Install 2 ceiling lights/wall switch and sink.  Replace 2 windows and 1 door (courtesy of Kasson Keller).  Jenny found the old doors that could be used for now.  Rod stated that the door needs to be big enough to get the cages in and out.  Rod shared a plan for the raptor enclosure (which could be used for any animal), to include frames and shelves.  Phase III: Insulation, drywall, and paint.  Window a/c unit and oil filled electric heater (courtesy of Tin Camp).  Propane will be used for heat.  Rod will reach out to John Doherty for tank donation.  Jenny has some materials that could be used.

Cost summary:  Phase I: volunteer labor only, Phase II: $1,350 materials w/volunteer labor, Phase III: $910 materials w/volunteer labor.  

Roadside Cleanup - Jenny Smith
Successful day of cleanup.  We still need one more day to finish a stretch of road.  Chris Smith created a map for organizing the next roadside cleanup.  This cleanup is a big endeavor.  We will need many more people to maintain this stretch of roadway.  Most roadside adoptions are approximately 2 miles long.  We will reevaluate the length of road clean up at the end of the 3 year contract.  Committee members need to let Jenny know if small cleanups are done throughout the year.  Wendy will send thank you notes to those who helped with the cleanup.

Waterway Cleanup - Matty Sullivan/Chair, Dickie Hart and Larry Smith/Vice Chairs
Committee members:  Dickie, Larry, Tim, Pilot, Wilders, Tin Camp
Jenny said that DEC told her last year that we are blanketed to clear the riverway, to include beaver dams.  
Matty suggested inviting people from last year’s kayak poker run as potential volunteers.
The committee will come up with a date, potentially after Father’s Day.  Larry suggested reaching out to the Boy Scouts (may need a merit badge and could help).  Larry stated that the river is currently at a normal level.

Kayak Poker Run - Margaret Beekman/Chair
Saturday, July 12th
Margaret will need helpers to man stops.  Stops are accessible by kayak.  Margaret shared the map. Themes for each stop.  Need Chinese auction donations, easy ups, and tables.  Margaret asked people to sell raffle tickets.  A FWF membership table will be set up for the Poker Run.
Margaret has set a planning meeting for June 11th, after 5, at Forever Wild Tavern.

Wildlife Rescue - Monthly intakes, stabilizations, releases - Jenny Smith
North Country Wildcare.  Most requests have come from Facebook and North County emails.  Jenny can pick and choose animals to intake.  Jenny is keeping track of activity:  8 intakes, 1 rescue, and 4 stabilizations.

People are asking about merchandise for our foundation.
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Unfinished Business:
Mission Statement discussed:  Jim Meinhold suggested that we merge the mission and vision statement.  “The Forever Wild Foundation provides services to maintain the southern Adirondacks’ natural beauty and recreational opportunities. We do this through maintenance of New York State trails, riverways, and lakes.  We are also a fully licensed wildlife rehab in the early stages of building our rescue services, providing education and assistance with injured animals.”  

Agenda:  Deb will confer with Jenny and send out the agenda for the next meeting.

Tabled until next meeting:
Clarify and vote on Mission Statement
Tree Cutting
Education and Outreach
Board members

Next general meeting:  Wednesday, July 2, 2025 @ 6:00 PM.  Location: Forever Wild Tavern

Meeting adjourned: Rod motioned to adjourn at 8:03 PM and Tim 2nd the motion.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted by,
Deb Hutchinson
Recording Secretary


